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The “Central® I'ntellxgenca Agency -
' eonsidered its 3pying on American po-
" litieal and civil righta leaders such as |
' Sen. Rooert F. Kennedy and the Rev.’
Martin Luther King Jr. as having. the. |
same hizh priority as its intellizence-
zathering on the Soviet -Union and
Conmumst China,_ according to CIA
files. el
The previously nndlsdoied ﬁles, ob
tzined by The Washington Post last ¢
wce.‘.,' ware declassitied” about - two
vears ago by the CIA and turned over
to plaintiffs in a civil lawsuit chal--
lenging the legality of the CIA's “Op~"
eration Chaos” domestic spying pro-.
gram in the 1ate.1960s and early 1870s.
The.. documents. obtained . by The
Post are amaong approximately 200 -
razzs of such material scheduled for
public release this week,
Tha documents, being released ‘by

he: Cenrer for National Securlty Stud- !
J"a, a private group exploring alleged

nigligence service abuses, include
aa'ne-lhat might not have been dis-
cinzed to two government entitites )
that_probed Chaos aiter it was made .
public in late 1975, according to law-
vers hmz.hzr wuh thoso mvestida-
tions. : gr A m A
Persons who have ‘had access to. :ll.
the documents -tiurned. over to-the
plaintiffs said that while much of the
~m=aterial is not new:in terms of basie..
‘information, it places many elements:~
r'-tthe program.in a new light and- de-.
; tails for the first time the extent .of.
{ opposition within the CIA itself tothe
; domestic spying activity and tha pnor-
. ity given the mission. ...
! For example; the CIA’s’ mspector
* gzeneral reported In a2 memorandum
. that Chaos, cable traffic to one .CIA-
. post “was destroyed immediately after-
. reading so as to avoid any possibility:
- of its somehow failing into the hands .
of a black oificer” who might obJect
to the program. . ...: e L
Various CIA. oﬂmals questloned
tae lezality of the: program at’ the
time, and voiced. fnemconcnms at the|

hizhest levels of the agency, g,ggg}?*;——
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‘However;” according . to: -arother -
= memo, CIA Director Rlchard Helms
decreed that it should not be stopped
“simply because some members of the
organization do not like this acuv1ty
“Operation Chaos was begun in 1967
when. President - Johnson asked the
CIA to determine whether antiwar ac-
tivity was being financially or:other-
wise backed by foreign countries. It
was disclosed publicly in The New
York Times in late 1973;- and was.
probed- at length by a presidential
commission headed by Vice President .

Nelson Rockefeller and a-Senate se- -

" lect ' committee headed: by
Church (D.Idaho)

1> -The program . apparen ly intensified-
Jn May 1969,- when Helms instructed
“that “oneraﬁona.l priority: . . of
MHCHAOS (the CIA code- name) ac-:
tivities-in the iield is in the. highest
category, rapnking with Soviet and Chi-
¢om (Chinese Communist) data . ac-
c¢ording to a CIA memo.

- The CIA has contended that the
Chaos program was always a minor

part of its activities, with later. CIA f

-Director William Colby once describ- :
ing it to President Ford as a “low-cmt
collection program.”

“_ Within a year after the Helms high-

~priority instructions, ‘a:CIA field of- .

ﬁ fice head mformed supemors that “I

“'do ‘mot" think it s the sort of- thm?'

- that 'we shoud be mvoved m," accor
-ing:-to’'a CIA:memo.. . .. .~ .-
+He said that even if it were. consxcf_

- ered “passive”:intelligence collecting;’

* “there’is a natural tendency when an
mtereat;nv report ‘is_peceived to .re-
- quest additional details, then the ac
““tion begins.”” He said -the .domaestic
. collection , of - data-on U.S.:citizens is
.‘clearly the. function” of the FBI-and
_not the CLA, and “I think: we would

| find it dlffxcult to Jusmy what we Te.

Taer

dom" 3 e Variss
. The CIA mspector veneral’s renort
two years later re—emphasxzedf:n.nat it

call*“numerous sxg‘hs of uneasmess

- CIA-R

‘over -the agency's role” because
CHAOS “appeared to constitute. a
. monitoring of the political views and-
“activities of Americans. not known-to
‘be or suspected of being’ mvoh.ed in
espionage.” - e e
- “Some- rather’ strona !a-wuave was -
used in describing what was under:
stood to be the. thru:t of MHCHAOS
and several otficers saidithey wanted
-mo part of it,” the inspector general
said- He said many officers felt that
.the- agency would “find-itself ‘cou-
fronting a.-major: crisis”-if the- -pro-
- gram became known publicly: - ]

: Helms':reaction, :according’ to an- |
other CIA memo, was to suggest that
-the person heading the program: *‘be-.
come identified with the subjeet of
_terronsm" rather than. domestic spy-
ing activities,.. while~ condnmng -the
same operation. .. . i

There have been prev;oua reports
that ‘the CIA XKeot files-on 10,000
Americans and some data: on 300060
-otirers. The recently disclosed: materi-
als appear to confirm . for the first
time' the- names of some- of those
watched. - . .

. Amoncr those llated

pr'ntout were former House memberv
.Bella Abzug (D-N.Y .) and Rep. Ronald .
| Dellums (D-Cahf) as well as Kennedy-
~and King, -. T

. In addition to the names Iocated on
the computer, the CIA also main-
-tained what it called “sensitive files! .
on- Abzug -concerning her: -anti-Viet- -
nam: War activities .in- Europe, on:
-King and on King’s widow, Coretta. ; i

An attempt by -the.. plaintiffs to
make these documents public in Janu-
ary "1977 was blocked by "a federal
judge "when -she was informed that
- they planned a press conference con-
cerning the materiat. L il
. The plaintiifs, . represented by the
American Civil Liberties Union, had
| U.S. District Court Judge- June L.
" Green reversed by the US. Court of
‘Appeals, which- said’ her ordar’ pre:
venting disclosure of the- materials.

. presented senous Fu'st Amendment
,problems.. - _ . L
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